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Coal doesn’t help the poor; it 
makes them poorer 

Oil Industry’s New Threat? 
The Global Growth of Electric 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Energy-News-Overview-November-2016a.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2016/oct/31/coal-doesnt-help-the-poor-it-makes-them-poorer
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/07/business/energy-environment/the-global-growth-of-electric-cars.html?mabReward=CTM&recp=2&module=WelcomeBackModal&contentCollection=Politics&region=FixedCenter&action=click&src=recg&pgtype=article


Coffee & Climate 
Change: In Brazil, a 
Disaster Is Brewing  

Renewable energy 
capacity overtakes coal 

Energy & Climate Articles 
 

Click on graphics to access articles 

Nine Cities to Live 
in If You’re Worried 

About Climate 
Change  

 

India’s Air-
Conditioning & 
Climate Change 

Quandary  
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UN says carbon dioxide 
at record levels 

Irrigators Propose Giant 
Hydroelectric Project 

Near Grand Coulee Dam  

After 20 Years of Nuclear 
Dormancy, A New Reactor 

Emerges in the US  

Climate Change 

Big Oil Slowly Adapts 
to a Changing World  

 

Electricity Resources 

Too Many Energy  
Discussions Ignore 

Prices  

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/10/12/497578413/coffee-and-climate-change-in-brazil-a-disaster-is-brewing
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-37767250
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/science/9-cities-to-live-in-if-youre-worried-about-climate-change.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/27/upshot/indias-air-conditioning-and-climate-change-quandary.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/10/24/says-carbon-dioxide-record-levels/0uytbA8YBn3SyYwxfcLvmK/story.html
http://www.union-bulletin.com/news/business/irrigators-propose-giant-hydroelectric-project/article_e4e07706-9233-11e6-ab00-ff40a0d1475f.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2016/1020/After-20-years-of-nuclear-dormancy-a-new-reactor-emerges-in-the-US
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/03/business/energy-environment/big-oil-slowly-adapts-to-a-warming-world.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/michaellynch/2016/10/13/too-many-energy-discussions-ignore-prices/#ae59d8f235c4


Dozens of energy projects 
referred to DOJ 

Taking Down Snake 
River Dams: It's 

Back on the Table  

Enough Supplies for 
Two Weeks? Changes 

to Earthquake 
Preparedness  

 

LNG Plant Faces  
Heated Criticism at 
Hearing Over PSE  

Financial Agreement  
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Power Couple: Tie-up 
Shows How Batteries 
and Solar May Link  

Expect A Wet Winter 
Around Puget Sound  

What the Heck Went 
Wrong with the Storm 

Forecast?!?  

 

Zero/Low emission gear 

Northwest Energy Politics 

Winter Storms and Preparedness 

Plunging Solar 
Equipment Prices 
Fuel Trade Com-

Over Half a Million 
Plug-In Vehicles Have 

Been Sold in the 
United States  

http://portlandtribune.com/pt/9-news/329950-209729-dozens-of-energy-projects-referred-to-doj
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.opb.org/news/article/taking-down-snake-river-dams-on-table/
http://mynorthwest.com/434243/earthquake-supplies-washington-two-weeks/
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/politics-government/article109334672.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/07/business/energy-environment/tesla-solarcity-merger-shows-how-batteries-and-solar-may-link.html?ref=energy-environment&_r=0
http://mynorthwest.com/430010/expect-a-wet-winter-around-puget-sound/
http://komonews.com/weather/scotts-weather-blog/what-the-heck-went-wrong-with-the-storm-forecast
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/world/article/Plunging-solar-equipment-prices-fuel-trade-10222467.php
http://energy.gov/eere/vehicles/fact-947-october-17-2016-over-half-million-plug-vehicles-have-been-sold-united-states


If we want to combat 
climate change, we 

must re-engineer our 
landfills 

California has new 
carbon reduction goal, 
but details of impacts 

still fluid 
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Your Doggie Door Is  
Probably Wasting Energy 
– But You Can Fix That  

 

Miscellaneous 

World Energy Index  

http://www.wastedive.com/news/if-we-want-to-combat-climate-change-we-must-re-engineer-our-landfills/429347/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/dan-walters/article111504647.html
http://grist.org/living/your-doggie-door-is-probably-wasting-energy-but-you-can-fix-that/
https://trilemma.worldenergy.org/#!/world-view
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Energy & Climate Video/Graphics 

Click on graphics to access articles 

World Energy Council Data Map 

Listen: 58 years of climate change in one 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.worldenergy.org/data/resources/
http://kuow.org/post/listen-58-years-climate-change-one-minute
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http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx
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River Data River & Snow Pack Info 
  

Observed Oct. stream flow at The Dalles: 142% of average. 

Observed Oct. precipitation above The Dalles: 212% of average. 

Est. 2016 Final runoff at The Dalles (Jan.—July): NA 

Estimated snowpack: NA 

Federal hydropower generation in Sept. : 5,234 aMW,  2011-
2015 average:  5,699 aMW. 

Reservoir content (Libby, Hungry Horse, Grand Coulee,  

Dworshak):  Oct. 83%, 5-year average: 83%. 

Data for  

Nov. 6 

Outflow 

(kcfs) 

Ave. outflow 

for last 10 

years (kcfs) 

(Snake)    

Lower 

Granite 

22.5 19.6 

(Columbia) 

The Dalles 
128.7 108.4 

US production of crude oil increased in 2015 for the seventh consecutive year, averag-

ing 9.42 million barrels per day, the highest rate since 1972. Oil prices dropped in late 

2014 and US production peaked at 9.63 million barrels per day in April of 2015, and 

has declined since: see chart to the right. 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx


Energy Price Overview  

Petroleum: Crude oil prices started increasing towards the end of September and continued the trend for most of October, at 

which point they averaged 20% higher. The price increase followed the negotiation of a loose production cap for the oil ex-

porting nations. Over the last three weeks the price gains have almost completely disappeared due to increasing or abnor-

mally high crude oil and product inventories. Lesson: It is difficult for a cartel to control commodity prices. 

 

Transportation Fuels: Transportation fuel prices held steady during October and early November, in part due to the previ-

ously mentioned increase/decrease in crude oil prices and another shutdown of the Colonial pipeline that runs from Texas to 

the east coast. As of last week, national (average) gasoline prices were 2 cents lower and national diesel were 9 cents per 

gallon higher relative to the first week of the October:  national gas and diesel were $2.23 and $2.48 per gallon respectively. 

Washington state average gasoline price for the same period was 2 cents higher relative to the first week of Oct at $2.73 per 

gallon, while diesel increased 4 cents to $2.75 per gallon.  

 

Natural Gas: Over the last month natural gas prices have increased slightly as US demand increased and production has 

declined modestly: Year-on demand is up by 2+%, production down by 1+%.  The price for month a head NYMEX natural gas 

increased to $3.08 per MMBtu. Locally, the average July natural gas spot price at the Kingsgate hub rose to $2.53 per MMB-

tu. Gas storage levels are 3,963 Bcf, about 4.6% above the 5-year storage average for this time of the year: many storage 

facilities are nearly full and have stopped accepting natural gas for injection. Gas storage in the Pacific region is running 10.7 

% below the 5-year average.  

 

Electricity: October saw declining electricity market prices as demand remained low due to warmer than average tempera-

tures and rainfall that was far above normal in most of the PNW. The average spot price was $22.6 per MWh, about $5 less 

than the previous month, and $0.8 less than for Oct. 2015. October rainfall set records at many weather stations and conse-

quently the Columbia and Snake River flow and power generation levels are about normal. See River Data table and the 

Power Generation tables on page 7. 

Click to contact the  Washington State Energy Office 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/washington-state-energy-office/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/Programs/Energy/Office/Pages/default.aspx

